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BENWICK PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of Benwick Parish Council meeting on Monday 2nd October 2023 at the village hall   

  
Present Cllrs M Chapman, L Keppel-Spoor, R Few, R Emmitt, R Taylor, J Ablewhite, S Lowry, 

and four members of the public 
 

130/23-24 Apologies for absence  
The clerk was absent due to authorised illness 

 

131/23-24 Declarations of Interest 
Cllrs Ablewhite and Keppel-Spoor declared a Non-Pecuniary Interest in item 138/23-
24 Village Hall 
Cllrs Chapman and Keppel-Spoor declared a Non-Pecuniary Interest in item 140/23-
24 Turf Fen Charity 

 

132/23-24 PUBLIC TIME  
There have been complaints about the constant dog barking from No 1 High Street.  
Complaints to the Council have been meet with dis-interest.  It was asked that the 
Council would write to Fenland to complain about this issue.   
The Village had been awarded the “Best Small Village Plaque” as part of the Annual 
Bloom Competition.  The Council were asked to find somewhere to display the 
plaque.  
Finally, the door catch on the free book cabinet on the Village Hall was broken and 
was banging loudly on windy nights, Cllr Ablewhite agreed to get this fixed. 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Ablewhite 

133/23-24 Confirmation of Minutes 
It was Proposed by Cllr Keppel-Spoor, seconded by Cllr Lowry and AGREED to 
approve and sign the minutes of the Council meeting held on 4th September 2023 

 
Agreed 

134/23-24 Matters Arising 
None 

 

135/23-24 Youth club  
There was no one present to discuss this subject.  It was agreed to roll the subject 
onto the next meeting 

 

136/23-24 The Pound  
There was no agreement on paying for the clearance of the land. It was proposed 
and agreed that Cllr Chapman would cut the bushes down and arrange for the debris 
to be taken away. 

 
Cllr Chapman 

137/23-24 County & District Councillors Reports 
The email from Cllr Tim Taylor was discussed. No other report was available. 

 

138/23-24 Village Hall 
The Village Hall Committee had submitted by email a “way forward” with regard to the 
relationship with the School on the Hall use.  All Cllrs would read this email and Cllr 
Ablewhite agreed to arrange a joint meeting of the Village Hall Committee and the 
Council 

 
 
Cllr 
Ablewhite 

139/23-24 War memorial  
A working Group had met to discuss the WM. It was agreed that something needed to 
be done but there was no clear consensus on what that might be.  It was proposed by 
Cllr Chapman and AGREED that Cllr Chapman would research the costs linked to 
getting an architect to draw up options. 

 
 
Cllr Chapman 

140/23-24 Turf Fen Land Charity  
The status of the documentation regarding the Charity available on the Charity 
Commission Website was discussed.  Cllr Chapman assured the Council that the 
Charity Commission’s questions regarding the legally required documents had been 
answered but that there had been some delay navigating the website and uploading 
the documents. This should be completed soon and the errors that led to the initial 
reporting issues would not be repeated 

 

141/23-24 Income & Expenditure 
a) It was proposed by Cllr Chapman and AGREED to approve the following accounts 
for payment 

 
Agreed 

 Npower 
 
 
HHA Grounds Maint. 
R Robinson 
N Oliver 

Electricity August - DD paid 19/9/2023 (inc. VAT) 
Sub-total pre-authorised by Council, paid 
June 
September Cemetery (inc. VAT) 
Expenses & salary 
Verges July August September 

£80.81 
£80.81 
 
£392.40 
£385.33 
£185 
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Discovering 
Magazines Ltd 
Ramsey Initiative – 
Informer 
Doddington Diary 
 

Vacancy adverts (inc. VAT) 
 
Vacancy advert 
 
Vacancy advert 
Subtotal to authorise for payment now 

£237.60 
 
£57 
 
£25 
£1,282.33 

  TOTAL EXPENDITURE AUTHORISED £1,363.14  
 b) Clerk’s report on the September Bank Balances and reconciliation statement is at 

appendix 1 
c) Clerk’s report on quarterly performance against budget to 30th September is at 
appendix 2 

 

142/23-24 Correspondence 
a) Rural Services Network, Bulletin (email 5/9/2023, 12/9/2023, 19/9/2023, 
26/9/2023)  
b) FDC Press release (email 12/9/2023)  
c) CAPALC Bulletin (email 22/9/2023) Finance regs consultation (email 1/9/2023) 
d) NALC Chief Executive’s Bulletin (email 31/8/2023, 7/9/2023, 14/9/2023, 21/9/2023) 
Newsletter (email 30/8/2023, 6/9/2023, 13/9/2023, 20/9/2023) Events (Email 
26/9/2023) 
e) Highways - Incident report (email 1/9/2023) events (email 4/9/2023) 
f) Rachel Coxcoon – climate change survey (email 21/9/2023) 
g) CCC – Newsletter (email 30/8/2023) Library program (email 1/9/2023) 
h) NHS CAMBS – newsletter (email 6/9/2023)  
i) Parishioner – war memorial (email  4/9/2023) 
j) ACRE – water-care (email 16/9/2023) 
k) CPRE – newsletter (email 16/9/2023) 
l) Greater Cambridge Partnership (email 18/9/2023) 
no comments 

 

143/23-24 Road safety 
a) Cllr Chapman stated that he was still aware that he needs to re-commission the 
MVAS sensor and attach the solar panel. 
b) All Cllrs were asked to consider potential LHI proposals and raise them at a future 
meeting 

 
Cllr Chapman 

144/23-24 Warm hubs  
Cllr Lowry agreed to lead on this issue and would report back to the Council 

 
Cllr Lowry 

145/23-24 Clock mechanism  
Cllr Keppel-Spoor agreed to visit the Museum and report back to the Council 

Cllr Keppel-
Spoor 

146/23-24 Police Report  
Nothing to report 

 

147/23-24 Cemetery  
a) Cllr Chapman and Cllr Taylor agreed to visit the cemetery and carry out the push 
testing 
b) Discussion on hedging to roll over to the next meeting 

Cllrs 
Chapman and 
Taylor 

148/23-24 Biodiversity & habitat initiatives  
The Council is interested in any viable options 

 

149/23-24 Agenda Items/Next Meeting - next Parish Council meeting to be Monday 6th 
November 2023. Items to be included on agenda should be with the Clerk by Monday 
30th October 2023 

 

150/23-24 Motion to exclude the Press and Public 
A resolution under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960 that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 
special confidential nature of the business to be transacted under item 151/23-24 
(Clerk) the public and press should be excluded for that item was Proposed by Cllr 
Chapman and AGREED 

 
 
 
 
Agreed 

151/23-24 Clerk  
To continue with the Working Group on recruitment, moving to a zoom meeting to 
short-list to be held after the final application day of 20th October and then interviews 
to held in time to report to the Parish Council at the November meeting to make the 
appointment 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 1379 
Appendix 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 1380 
 
 
Appendix 2 

 


